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dred and fifty to five hundred rupees); for a man who, from
motives of pure charity, burns a corpse gains merit equal to
that acquired in the ancient rite of horse sacrifice.
If a man die away from home in such a way that no corpse
can be found, being perhaps drowned, blown to pieces by
a shell, or devoured by a tiger, the relatives, after waiting
for some little time, make a body of darbha-grass, generally
about the size of a doll, and burn it with precisely the same
rites as we have described. Strictly speaking, the grass body
should have been made at the house and carried in procession
through the town ; as a matter of actual practice, however, it
is nearly always woven at the river-side near the place where
it is burnt.
If a woman die in child-birth, her body is not considered
holy until it has been bathed at the burning-ground* The
ground over which the procession passes is not purified by
sprinkling with Ganges- water or milk, but Brahmans go ahead
scattering mustard-seed, or rice in the husk, and unground white
millet1 The men who lift and carry the bier and the men
who follow wear ordinary clothes (not wet ones) and keep
on their shoes. As the corpse is unholy, it cannot represent
Laksmi, and there is no circumambulation of it in the house.
Arrived at the burning-ground, the bearers bathe the corpse,
dressed as it was at the moment of death, one hundred and
eight times, and then, with most Brahmans, the ordinary ritual
is performed, and the mother and her unborn child are burned
together,2
With the Nagara, however, if the child is still imborn,
a most tragic rite has to be performed before the dead body
can be burned, and no one who has heard a Nagara describe
it could doubt that, though the body of the mother and her
unborn child is regarded as rittially unholy, yet it is neither
unloved nor unrevqrenced. A screen is erected near the
1  White millet is also scattered on the ground before the body of a chief
or important landowner.
2  Rigorists say, however, that the Nagara procedure ought to be
observed.